While working full-time at Kansas, doing research, teaching, and publishing further work, MICHENER also undertook numerous foreign expeditions to carry out field studies of the bee fauna. Taking advantage of a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1955, he took his whole family to Brazil for a year. Next, a Fulbright Award in 1957 enabled him to go to Australia for a year, again with his family, to carry out more field studies.
A second Guggenheim Fellowship in 1966 enabled MICHENER (known to most people simply as Mich), together with Mary and their two younger children, to spend 14 months in Africa in order to collect bees, making a journey of almost 3000 miles from South Africa to Uganda. On shorter trips, MICHENER collected bees and made notes together with his colleagues in Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Peru, French Guiana, New Guinea, Fiji, China, and Thailand, as well as in the United States and Canada.
In 1974 MICHENER published another of his many original and extensive works, "The Social Behavior of the Bees: a Comparative Study" (Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 404 pp.), containing a synthesis of the social development of bees. Alongside the works of E.O. WILSON, it represents a revolution in biological thinking, giving rise to what is known as sociobiology.
MICHENER officially retired from teaching at the University of Kansas in 1989, although he continued to be active in research. The crowning of his career came with his vast life's work entitled "The Bees of the World" (2000). This book contains nearly 1000 pages and has illustrations of 16 000 species. MICHENER published a second extended edition in 2007, when he was aged 89. In total, he published 514 works, and during his 80-year career he gave names to 618 previously unrecognized species, while 92 species were named after him.
This great scientist also has a Polish connection. I had the pleasure and honour of meeting Professor MICHENER in person. We met twice at conferences, in London (1995) and in Iguaçu, Brazil (2000) , where we discussed topics related to bees. I also exchanged correspondence and publications with him. He reviewed two monographs of which I was a co-author: "Andreninae of the Central and Eastern Palaearctic. Part 1" (2005) and "Andreninae of the Central and Eastern Palaearctic. Part 2" (2008), published by the Polish Entomological Society in the Polish Entomological Monographs series. My greatest satisfaction, however, came when I was a young scientist, on seeing the results of my master's thesis cited in Professor MICHENER'S important work of 1979, "Biogeography of the Bees". Describing the variation among bees in different parts of the world, he took into account the first list of species of bees found in Poznań and its environs, published in Polish in 1973 in a local journal entitled Badania Fizjograficzne nad Polską Zachodnią (Physiographic Studies of Western Poland). To a young scientist it felt like a real success to be distinguished in this way.
